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Introduction and Purpose 
 
The Springfield Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission (SSCRPC) is one of 
many similar local and regional planning agencies across the nation paying attention to 
how our nationôs transportation system can best respond to expected growth in domestic 
and international trade.  Many communities are placing greater emphasis on freight 
mobility because they recognize that our transportation network affects, and is affected, by 
an areaôs economic growth and development. Additionally, many areas are placing greater 
emphasis on urban planning that attempts to develop or redevelop ñlivableò communities 
that gain advantage from multiuse, connected networks of residential, commercial, 
recreational, and accessible activity centers. 
 
To assist in efforts to effectively plan for strategies that enhance freight advantages and 
overall economic activity, the SSCRPC engaged Hanson Professional Services Inc. to 
conduct this Freight and Economic Corridor Study. The intent of the study is to identify the 
economic activity centers within the Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA), identify the key 
corridors which connect the economic activity centers, and examine barriers to efficient 
freight movement and opportunities for logistics development in the region. 
 
A number of plans and studies have been conducted in the MPA in recent years.  Many 
of those have recognized similar challenges and opportunities.  One of the most recent 
is the 2035 Springfield Area Transportation Study Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP). The LRTP addresses the established national planning goals and objectives 
which promote balanced and sustainable communities within its Metropolitan Planning 
Area (MPA). Two of these goals align closely with the objectives of this study: 
 
(1) Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling global 
competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency; and  
 
(2) Increase accessibility and mobility of people and freight.   
 
The LRTP and numerous other studies and planning documents were reviewed as part 
of this study and are identified in the appendix of references.  The recommendations 
developed here are consistent with our understanding of the historic, current, and future 
goals, challenges and opportunities within the MPA. 
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Section 1.0 - MPA Characteristics  
 
The Springfield Metropolitan Planning Area lies within Sangamon County and is comprised 
of Springfield, Chatham, Clear Lake, Curran, Grandview, Jerome, Leland Grove, Riverton, 
Rochester, Sherman, Southern View, Spaulding and surrounding unincorporated areas1. 
Located in the heartland of the nation, the MPA is home to the stateôs capital (Springfield, 
IL) and is geographically situated near major metropolitan areas; approximately 200 miles 
southwest of Chicago, 100 miles northeast of St. Louis and 193 miles west of 
Indianapolis2.  
 

 
 
Economic Situation3  
 
The Springfield area has experienced economic challenges like the rest of the nation in 
recent years, but has endured better than most.  According to a recent Standard and 
Poorôs Bond review by the Springfield Office of Planning & Economic Development, the 
overall economy in Springfield has remained relatively stable in spite of the negative 
trends seen regionally and nationally. Although the local unemployment level has risen 
to 10%, it remains the second lowest in the state of Illinois and is below the national 
level.  

                                                 
1
 Springfield Area Transportation Study, April 2010  

2
 http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/  

3
 Mainly from: Standard and Poorôs Bond review, Springfield Office of Planning & Economic Development, 

2010  

Figure 1.0 - Springfield-Sangamon County MPA 

http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/
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Major employers in the MPA include state government, health care providers, finance 
insurance and real estate (FIRE), retail trade, and tourism. Additionally, Springfield has 
a large number of statewide associations either headquartered or represented in the 
area which provide hundreds of well paid professional jobs.   
 
While nearly all sectors, including governments at all levels in the Springfield area, have 
been affected by the overall economic downturn, the local area retail trade and FIRE 
sectors have taken the brunt of the recent recession. Local manufacturing has also 
suffered employment reductions. One local operation, Honeywell Hobbs, will close their 
facility in Springfield at the end of 2010, which will result in a loss of 120 workers. 
 
Locally, the health care and hospitality sectors have remained the most stable and have 
provided momentum for much of the employment and construction activity.  Senior 
retirement centers offering various levels of care have experienced strong growth 
because of high quality health care services, the Lincoln historic legacy, numerous 
museums, affordable housing and perceived quality of life. The most stable growth has 
occurred in the Health Care services sector. Existing institutions such as the Southern 
Illinois School of Medicine, Memorial Hospital, St. Johnôs Hospital and the Springfield 
Clinic are all expanding. In addition, Kindred Healthcare Hospitals will open a 45 bed, 
long term acute care facility this year and will join the recently opened 200-bed Lincoln 
Prairie Behavioral Hospital. 
 
Several nationally and internationally recognized engineering firms are represented in 
the city.  Although many of these firms have experienced some staff reductions, they 
have largely managed to weather the economic downturn by means of maintaining a 
diverse portfolio of engineering services offered across the United States and the world. 
 
ñSpringfield continues to be a retail hub for a 10-15 county trade area in central 
Illinois and for that reason remains a desirable location for merchandising. 
 
Finally, Springfield remains a desirable location for ñback officeò facilities and has 
significant employment operations for AT&T, Wells Fargo, and Blue Cross Blue 
Shield.ò4 

 
The desire to foster economic development and job growth in the area is one of the key 
background objectives for this study.  From the standpoint of local economic activity in the 
identified Economic Activity Centers (EACôs - see Section 2.0) in the MPA, the diversity of 
employment is reflected in the characteristics of the EACs and helps stabilize the local 
economy.  If the EACs are thought of as ñmicro economiesò within the MPA, it is also seen 
in several of the EACs that there is significant dependence on a diverse customer base 
across the MPA.  In other words, the micro economic situation in the MPA is reflective of 
the economic realities in the MPA as a whole.  While it is a strength of the MPA economy 

                                                 
4
 Standard and Poorôs Bond review, Springfield Office of Planning & Economic Development, 2010 
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that the diversity offers some measure of security, it is also true that the high degree of 
interdependence means that a robust and efficient transportation network will impact the 
success of the mirco economies in the MPA.  Not only do the types of businesses across 
the MPA vary, but figure 1.1 below illustrates the geographic diversity of the significant 
employment areas in the MPA.  Both the geographic diversity and the interdependence 
underscore the need for effective transportation. 

  Figure 1.1 



  

 
Section 1.0 - MPA Characteristics 

 

 
 
5    Springfield-Sangamon County MPA Economic Corridor & Freight Study 

 

City of Springfield Population Trends

90,000

95,000

100,000

105,000

110,000

115,000

120,000

125,000

 1980   1990   2000  2007 2008

Sangamon County Trends in Population

165,000

170,000

175,000

180,000

185,000

190,000

195,000

200,000

 1980   1990   2000  2007 2008

Population  
 
County population has increased steadily.  From 1980 to 2008, Sangamon County and the 
City of Springfield grew 10% and 15%, respectively. This represents an increase in county 
residents of approximately 19,0005, most of which are attributable to the City of Springfield 
as shown in the charts below. This modest but steady growth rate averaged less than ½ of 
a percent a year, and as indicated by the trend lines in each chart below, the trend 
appears likely to continue.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
5
 U.S. Census Bureau  

Figure 1.2 ï County and City Population trends 
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Any change in an areaôs population affects travel patterns and demands and changes 
the areaôs transportation needs and expectations. Continued population growth expands 
the regional economy, creating additional demand for travel and goods and services. As 
the population grows, so does the corresponding demand for more consumer goods 
thus increasing freight traffic as well. Planning for a balanced and integrated 
transportation network to ensure the safe and efficient movement of goods and people 
becomes more critical. MPA planning needs to consider the requirements of freight and 
intermodal movements, and freight access issues associated with increased freight 
activity.  
 
Projections indicate that by 2030, the population in Sangamon County will be over 
222,0006 residents representing an increase of 15%. With the current population, the 
transportation network is sufficient for existing travel demand.  However, the 2035 Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) indicates that several area roadways will experience 
significant congestion.  This projected congestion is based on the current and 
anticipated population density across the MPA as it relates to the existing roadway 
network.  Section 2.0 of this study identifies the specific EACs and Key Economic 
Corridors affected by these anticipated population-driven congestion impacts. 
 
Housing 
 
According to a recent Standard and Poorôs Bond review completed by the Springfield 
Office of Planning & Economic Development: 
 

ñSpringfield is known for its affordable and diverse housing stock and 
typically ranks in the top 25 most affordable housing market communities in 
the United States. According to the Capital Area Association of Realtors 
(CARR) sales of existing homes (including single-family, townhomes and 
condominiums) increased during the fourth quarter of 2009 as did the 
median home sales price.  
 
There were a record 945 homes sold during the fourth quarter of 2009, 
reflecting a 36.6 percent increase over the 2008 fourth quarter home sales 
of 692. For 2009, there were 3,717 home sales in the Capital area reflecting 
an increase of 6.6 percent over the 3,488 sales recorded in 2008. The 
Capital area median existing single-family home sale price for the fourth 
quarter of 2009 was $107,500, reflecting a 13.2 percent increase over the 
prior yearôs fourth quarter price of $95,000. The median price for 2009 was 
$109,000, reflecting an increase of 4.8 percent over the 2008 price of 
$104,000.  
 
CARR also released its year-end 2009 community profile.  Fourteen of the 
seventeen communities profiled registered an increase in unit sales in 2009. 

                                                 
6
 Illinois Department of Commerce 
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The city of Springfield laid claim to the largest number of home sales with 
1,932 home sales in 2009, reflecting a 5.0 percent increase over the prior 
year. The city of Springfieldôs 2009 median sale price of $108,500 for 2009 
reflects a 7.8 percent increase over 2008.  
 
Total dollar volume of CARR home sales in 2009 was $468.6 million 
reflecting an 8.2 percent increase over the $433.1 million in 2008. The 2009 
home sales of 1,932 in Springfield is higher than the 2008 number of 1,840 
but less than the banner years of 2002-2007 where the numbers were 
1,994, 2,162, 2,162, 2,254, 2,198,and 2,162 respectively. 
 
Whereas there has been a negligible increase in foreclosures, home sales 
have remained fairly constant during the recent turbulent economic period. 
Sound lending practices and a reluctance to participate in sub-prime 
programs by local banks and lending institutions, avoided a housing sector 
meltdown experienced by other communities. Likewise, wholesale real 
estate speculation was not a common practice in this region thus allowing 
the market to remain relatively stable.ò 
 

Figure 1.3 below indicates that the housing described above is spread across the MPA.  
High density housing locations are found in all general areas, rather than in a few 
specific concentrated areas.  This widespread housing indicates that like the diverse 
concentrations of job types and employment locations across the MPA, housing is 
another driving factor underscoring the need for a complete and efficient transportation 
network. The fact that housing choices are available across the area in a variety of cost 
ranges can be a contributing factor to future success in development of the diverse 
employment picture.  Diverse employment opportunity leads to continued demand of 
choices in a range of housing affordability. 
 
One of the factors potentially having a positive impact on continued diversity of housing 
choices in the MPA is that there has been an expressed desire for development or 
redevelopment of different kinds of housing within the City. 
 
One current local effort drawing out the communityôs desire for improved urban housing 
options is the MacArthur Boulevard Redevelopment Study.  Public comments received 
during the study apparently indicate that people are interested in seeing new townhouse 
or condominium type housing choices as part of multiuse redevelopment areas in 
existing neighborhoods.  Residents and entrepreneurs would have more choices rather 
than the only options for new housing being built in new neighborhoods, which tend to 
be in the outlying areas around the MPA. New townhouse and condo urban housing is 
not currently represented well within the region, and a review of the regionôs 
demographic profile indicates there could be some unmet demand.   
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Figure 1.3 (from 2035 LRTP) 

 
The most obvious example of a change in the style of new housing opportunities in the 
MPA is the ñLegacy Pointeò ñLifestyle Centerò currently under construction at the 
intersection of Interstate 72 and the new MacArthur Boulevard extension.  The 
development is planned to include high density and a small amount of low density 
residential development. 
 
One very positive economic advancement resulting from the development is the recent 
announcement by Scheelôs, a major chain destination retailer, which will locate at 
Legacy Pointe. Construction has begun on a 200,000 square foot facility that will open 
in July of 2011 and employ 300 full and part time workers. Scheelôs employees 
reportedly earn the highest retail wage rates in the sector. This is the first of several ñbig 
boxò stores expected to locate at Legacy Pointe along with additional smaller retail, 
hospitality and other satellite operations.3 
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Transportation Network 
 
Overall, the Springfield 
area has a well-
developed 
transportation system. 
Access to interstates 
and rail is good and 
sufficient to support 
current freight 
transportation. The MPA 
is reported to support 41 
freight terminals, 25 
local carriers, 35 
intrastate carriers and 
74 interstate carriers9, 
and is also home to the 
Abraham Lincoln 
Capital Airport.  
 
Road Network  
 
Three Federal and six 
State highways, 
including Interstates 55 
and 72 provide the MPA 
with a well developed 
highway system with 
access to key large 
markets north, east, and 
west. I-55 runs from 
north to south along the 
eastern edge of 
Springfield connecting 
to Chicago and St. 
Louis. I-72 runs from 
east to west providing 
access to Indiana and 
points east as well as 
access to the 
Mississippi River. 
 
The interstate system is also supplemented by various state routes and county roads 
providing connectivity outside the MPA.  Within the MPA, figure 1.5 below shows the 
highest volume roadways.   

Figure 1.4 ï Illinois Highways 
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 Figure 1.5 

ADT taken from IDOT website 
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http://www.flyspi.com/map.html 

Air Transportation  
 
The Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport (SPI) is a joint civil-military public airport located in 
the northwest portion of Springfield. IL Route 4 (Veterans Parkway) and IL Route 29 (J. 
David Jones Parkway) intersect at the southeast quadrant of the airport property. This 
24 hour facility has three runways that are 8,001; 7,400 and 5,300 feet in length and 
each is 150 feet wide.  The longest runway, 04-22, has a pavement strength rating of 
100,000 pounds single wheel, 
200,000 pounds double wheel 
and 300,000 pounds for double 
tandem aircraft. This pavement 
strength is sufficient to 
accommodate the largest cargo 
aircraft. Both ends of this runway 
provide a precision instrument 
approach that includes a medium 
intensity approach lighting 
system with runway alignment 
indicator lights.  The terminal, 
refurbished in 2004, houses 
Airport Authority offices, airline 
ticket offices, a travel agency, 
auto rental desks, and an office 
of the Illinois State Police7.  
 
There are no dedicated cargo or 
freight carriers that operate out of 
the Airport. Minimal freight 
transport of high value critical 
cargo or perishable goods does occur on commercial carriers only8.  The airport is 
currently served by three scheduled passenger airlines: American Airlines and United 
Express Airlines providing daily flights to OôHare International Airport, and DirectAir 
which provides twice weekly service to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina during portions of 
the year and to Fort Meyers/Punta Gorda, Florida during opposite periods. 
 
 
Passenger Rail and Bus Service9 
 
Passenger rail service is provided by Amtrak trains, which operates from Chicago to St. 
Louis and beyond. Greyhound Lines provides bus service to and from Springfield. 
Because of its tourism industry, Springfield supports a large number of non-resident 

                                                 
7
 Sangamon County Regional Plan, September 2009  

8
 Springfield Area Transportation Study, 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan  

9
 Unified Planning Work Program PY 2011 
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travelers, most of whom arrive by auto, with a smaller number coming by bus, air and 
rail. A significant portion of Springfieldôs morning and evening vehicular traffic is made 
up of commuters from surrounding communities who work in the city.  
 
Local area public transportation in Springfield is provided through the mainline bus 
routes and paratransit service of the Springfield Mass Transit District (SMTD). The 
SMTD routes are currently undergoing reconfiguration.  The new routes are depicted in 
figure 1.6 below and reflect a relatively high degree of service to five of the eight 
Economic Activity Centers (EACs) in the MPA.  The areas least served are Airport and 
the West Wabash EAC, which is outside the SMTD boundary. According to the SMTD, 
the general impetus for adding service to the southwest portion of Springfield was 
because people who work in that area have requested additional bus service10. 

 
Freight Rail  
 
The MPA freight rail network is indicated in figure 1.7 and is discussed further in Section 
3.0. 
 

                                                 
10

 http://www.sj-r.com/local/x1487806320/SMTD-moves-ahead-with-bus-route-overhaul 
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Figure 1.6 
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Figure 1.7 
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Pedestrian and Bike Trails8 
 
A number of Sangamon County municipal streets have sidewalks on one or both sides 
of the roadway, although many municipal and unincorporated areas lack sidewalks or 
have sidewalks in need of repair. Springfield subdivision regulations require that 
sidewalks be constructed along all new subdivision streets (on both sides of a street) 
and along streets bordering the subdivision if necessary for public safety. Springfield 
builds sidewalks during construction of new streets or major reconstruction of existing 
streets when feasible. Current county subdivision regulations require construction of 
sidewalks on both sides of a street in small lot subdivisions and unincorporated area. 
Incorporated village regulations vary. 
 
The Springfield MPA currently has 34.9 miles of bikeway, consisting of 21.3 miles of trail 
and 13.6 miles of bike lanes or wide shoulders.  Existing trails and routes are shown in 
figure 1.8 below.  Additionally, the proposed roadway projects as identified in the 2035 
LRTP are indicated in figure 1.9 below. Regarding bicycle and pedestrian access, key 
elements to note in figure 1.9 are the proposed roadway projects that do and do not 
include sidewalk improvements.  
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Figure 1.8 
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Figure 1.9 


